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RULES OF THE PALMERSTON NORTH BRIDGE CLUB INCORPORATED 

 
 

1. NAME:  The name of the Club is the Palmerston North Bridge Club Incorporated hereafter 
referred to as the Club.  

 
 
2. REGISTRATION:  The Club is registered under the Incorporated Societies Act 1908.   
 
 
3. OBJECTS:  The objects of the Club are those charitable objects and purposes which are 

recognised by the Courts of New Zealand, and include promoting the playing of bridge by:   
  

3.1 Teaching and providing amenities, facilities and equipment for playing the game of bridge;   
3.2 Promoting bridge tournaments, competitions and matches and providing for the control, 

administration and management of bridge;  
3.3 Providing and maintaining  premises considered necessary, desirable or convenient for the 

advancement of such objects.  
 
 

4. POWERS:    The Club will have the following powers: 
 

4.1 To purchase, take on, lease or otherwise acquire real and personal property and rights and 
privileges which the Club may think necessary or expedient for the attainment of any of the 
objects of the Club, and to sell, exchange or otherwise deal with such property. 

4.2 To let, lease or hire any of the real or personal property of the Club. 
4.3 To build on any land acquired by the Club and to repair, alter, improve, or otherwise deal 

with any buildings acquired by the Club. 
4.4 To borrow any money required for the purposes of the Club with or without securities and to 

execute mortgages and other securities over any of the real property of the Club or to issue 
bonds and debentures as securities for the repayment of any such monies. 

4.5 To enter into any arrangements for the hire or tenancy of any rooms or premises to enable 
the Club to achieve its objectives. 

4.6 To invest surplus funds in Trading Bank Deposits or Government guaranteed securities. 
4.7 To pay for or make donations towards the cost of conducting any bridge tournaments, 

matches or competitions in New Zealand or elsewhere, including the cost of players’ travel. 
4.8 To do all things as may from time to time be necessary or desirable to give effect to and 

attain the objects of the Club. 
 
 
5. AFFILIATION: The Club shall be affiliated as a member of New Zealand Bridge Incorporated, 

hereafter referred to as NZ Bridge. 
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6. MEMBERSHIP: 
 

6.1 Members shall be bound by and be party to these rules. 
 
6.2 The membership of the Club shall consist of the following classes:  
 

6.2.1 Ordinary members who shall be entitled to all privileges and advantages of full 
membership. 

6.2.2 Life members shall be persons the Club desires to honour for distinguished service 
to the Club. Recommendations for election to life membership can be made only by 
the Committee and shall require the approval of three-quarters of the members at a 
general meeting, due notice of the recommendation having been given in accordance 
with Rule 18.  A life member is entitled to all privileges of the Club and is not liable 
to pay any Club subscription. 

6.2.3 Youth members shall be as defined by NZ Bridge.  They shall have full playing, 
speaking and voting rights at any meeting of the Club. A student member is liable to 
pay no less than 40% of the Club subscription. 

6.2.4 Visiting members. Members of other clubs affiliated to NZ Bridge and properly 
accredited overseas visitors may be allowed by the Committee, the playing 
privileges of the Club for such period not exceeding three months and on such terms 
as to payment of part subscription or table money as the Committee shall determine. 
 

6.3 Every candidate for ordinary or student membership shall complete and sign the membership 
application form prescribed by the Committee. At its first meeting after receipt of the 
application, the Committee shall consider the election of the candidate and if approved, by a 
simple majority of those present, the candidate shall become a member of the Club.  Every 
new member shall be notified by the Secretary, and shall then be bound by the rules and by-
laws of the Club.  Members are responsible for keeping the club administrator informed of 
their contact details (postal and email addresses and phone number(s)). 

 
7. VISITORS: 
 
Any visitor to the Club other than those to whom Rule 6.2.4 applies, may with the permission of a 
member of the Committee, or at the invitation of a Club member, play four times in any financial 
year without liability for payment of a subscription. A visitor shall pay table money as prescribed in 
Rule 12. 
 
8. GRADING OF MEMBERS: 
 
The Committee shall have the power to classify members into grades and to set aside days or 
evenings on which play is restricted to members of a particular grade. 
 
 
9.  CESSATION OF MEMBERSHIP   A member shall cease to be a member: 
 

9.1 If written or verbal resignation is given to the secretary of the Club. Members are liable for 
the full annual subscription for the year during which they resign, unless the Committee  
determines otherwise. 

9.2 If a subscription is unpaid by 31st March. 
9.3 If expelled by the committee in accordance with Clause 10. 
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10. DISCIPLINE AND/OR SUSPENISION OF MEMBERS:  
 

10.1 The Committee has the power to censure, suspend from membership for a period, or expel 
any member, if it considers the person has been guilty of conduct prejudicial to the well-
being of the Club. An expulsion must be carried by at least two thirds majority of the 
Committee. The member shall be given full opportunity to offer an explanation and 
otherwise be treated in a manner consistent with the requirements of natural justice.  

 
10.2 Any member expelled under rule 10.1 has the right to appeal to a special general meeting by 

delivering a notice in writing to the Secretary to that effect within 3 months from the date of 
expulsion. The meeting is to be convened within 30 days of the date of delivery of such 
notice. The person shall be reinstated to membership following a secret ballot to that effect 
carried by a two-thirds majority of those present, and after payment of any subscription due. 

 
 
11. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS:  
 

11.1  Annual subscriptions shall be determined by annual or special general meeting.  
11.2 Subscriptions shall normally be paid by 31st March. Any change in subscription approved by 

a general meeting shall be paid by the date specified at that meeting. 
11.3 Members who have designated another affiliated club as their home club shall pay a full 

annual subscription less the amount of the annual NZ Bridge levy. 
11.4 The annual subscription is payable on or within 30 days of election to membership of the 

Club.  If not paid, the membership may be cancelled at the discretion of the Committee. A 
member elected after 30th April shall pay such subscription for the remainder of that year as 
the Committee shall determine. 

 
 
12. TABLE MONEY: 
 

12.1 In addition to the annual subscription, members shall pay a fee to participate in each session 
of play, such fee to be known as table money. 

12.2 Table money shall be determined by annual or special general meeting,  
12.3 The Committee shall have the power to adjust table money rates once only per financial 

year and set other charges as it may decide.  
 
 
13. COMMITTEE: 
 

13.1 From the end of each annual general meeting until the beginning of the next, the Club shall 
be administered, managed and controlled by the committee consisting of President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Administrator and up to ten ordinary members. The ordinary 
members shall include one member representing each weekly grade playing night and one 
member representing all daytime events.  If playing day or night representatives are elected 
to the office of President, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer, the number of ordinary 
committee members may be increased accordingly. 
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13.2 Office bearers and ordinary committee members (other than playing night or day 
representatives) shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting each year. Only financial 
members of the Club are eligible for election as a Committee member. 

13.3 Each playing night and day representative shall be elected at a meeting held on a playing 
night or day in the first week of November, (for effect the following year), by members 
playing regularly on that night or day.  Such elections shall be conducted by the President, 
Vice President or a person appointed by the committee.  A playing night or day 
representative must resign from the committee if he or she ceases to play regularly on the 
night or day which he or she represents, and a new representative elected within three weeks. 

13.4 Nominations for the election to the committee shall be in the hands of the Secretary not less 
than seven days before the date set down for the Annual General Meeting. Nominations and 
the consent of the nominee shall be in writing.  If the nominations exceed the vacancies a 
secret ballot shall be held at the meeting.  If insufficient nominations are received by the due 
date, nominations for unfilled positions shall be accepted at the meeting at which the 
elections are to take place.  The committee may fill vacancies up until the next annual 
general meeting held after the vacancy occurred. The Committee may continue to act despite 
any vacancy. 

13.5 The President shall hold office for a maximum of two consecutive years, but may be re-
elected for a similar term after an interval of one year. 

13.6 The Secretary will maintain a minute book to be available to any member of the Club and 
which, for each meeting, records the names of those present, all decisions made and the 
essence of any other matters discussed at the meeting. Such minutes shall be confirmed by a 
subsequent meeting and when signed by the chairperson of that meeting shall prima facie be 
evidence that that meeting was duly called and that the minutes are a true and correct record 
of what occurred at the meeting.  

 
 
14. POWERS OF COMMITTEE: 
 

14.1 Seven committee members present at a committee meeting or a special committee meeting 
shall constitute a quorum. 

14.2 A Special Committee meeting to consider urgent matters may be called by the President at 
any time or shall be called within seven (7) days following a written request by three (3) 
members of the Committee. 

14.3 The committee shall so far as is consistent with these rules make bylaws for the well being 
of the Club. 

14.4 The committee shall engage such staff as may be necessary. 
14.5 The committee shall have power to appoint sub-committees, which shall be responsible to 

the committee. 
14.6 The committee may invite persons to attend committee meetings.  Such persons may speak 

but not vote. 
14.7 The committee may exercise all those powers of the Club not reserved to a general meeting. 
14.8 The committee shall have the power to purchase, take on lease, or exchange, hire or 

otherwise acquire any real and personal property and any rights or privileges which the 
committee may think necessary or convenient for the purposes of the Club, but any 
expenditure or commitment in excess of $5000 shall be made only by resolution of a general 
meeting following a report and recommendation of the committee. 

14.9  Any elected member of the committee who fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the 
committee without reasonable cause may be removed from the committee. 
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15. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:  
 

15.1 The financial year of the Club will run from 1 January to 31 December of each year. 
15.2 At the first meeting of the Committee following the Annual General Meeting, the Committee 

will decide by resolution the following: 
15.2.1 how money will be received by the Club; 
15.2.2 who will be entitled to issue receipts; 
15.2.3 what bank accounts will be operated for the ensuing year, including the purposes of 

each account and who shall have access to the accounts; 
15.2.4 those authorised to make payments and the names of account signatories, provided 

that all payments must be authorised by two such signatories; and 
15.2.5 policy concerning the investment of money by the Club, including the type of 

investment permitted. 
15.3  The Treasurer will ensure that true and fair accounts are kept of all money received and 
expended and shall report on the Club’s financial activities to each Committee meeting. 

  
 
16.  AUDITOR: 
The accounts and financial statements of the Club shall be audited by an Auditor who is a chartered 
accountant and who shall not be a member of the committee. The auditor shall be elected by majority 
at each annual general meeting. Any vacancy occurring during the year shall be filled by the 
Committee.  
 
 
17. GENERAL MEETINGS:  
 

17.1  The annual general meeting of the Club shall be held before 31st March in each year, unless 
adjourned to a later date.  

17.2 The Committee shall present at each Annual General Meeting of the Club a report and 
audited Financial Statements for the preceding financial year. A copy of the Annual Report 
and Financial Report shall be made available to members at the Clubrooms or shall be 
posted to any member requesting a copy. 

17.3  The Committee shall call a special general meeting:  
17.3.1 whenever it is considered to be in the interests of the Club to do so, or  
17.3.2 upon receipt of a requisition to do so signed by more than 10 members and stating 
the business of the meeting.  

17.4  Notice of any business to be considered at any special general meeting must be given at 
least ten days before the meeting and in the case of a meeting called under rule 17.3.2, the 
meeting must be held within 30 days of the receipt of the requisition.  

17.5 At any special general meeting no business shall be transacted other than that stated in the 
notice convening the meeting.  

17.6 At all general meetings voting shall be on a show of hands; a ballot shall be conducted if 
requested by any member present. In the event of any vote being tied the tie shall be resolved 
by another ballot. If the vote is still tied the chair should hold the casting vote. 

17.7 At all general meetings 25 members shall form a quorum. If there is not a quorum present 15 
minutes after the time set down for the meeting, the meeting shall be adjourned and 
immediately reconvened. At the reconvened meeting if there is no quorum within 15 
minutes, the members present shall adjourn the meeting or the meeting can then transact its 
business, if three-quarters of those present agree.  
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18. NOTICE OF MEETING: 

 

18.1 Notification of a General Meeting will specify the time, date and place of meeting. 
Notification will also describe in a general way all the matters that will arise to be considered 
and specify what further and more detailed information on these matters is available from the 
Committee. Such information will be supplied to any person requesting it. 

18.2  At least ten days’ written notification of each general meeting shall be given to all members 
to their current address, as recorded in the register of members, either physical or electronic. 
It will be the responsibility of members to keep the Administrator informed of their contact 
details. 

 
19. INDEMNITY: 
 

19.1 No Committee member shall be liable for the acts or defaults of any other Committee 
member or any loss occasioned thereby, unless occasioned by their wilful default or by their 
wilful acquiescence. 

19.2 Committee members shall be indemnified by the Club for all liabilities and costs incurred by 
them in the proper performance of the functions and duties, other than as a result of their 
wilful default. 

 
 
20. PECUNIARY BENEFIT: 
 

20.1 Any income, benefit or advantage will be applied to the objects of the Club 
20.2 No member, or any person associated with a member, shall derive any personal pecuniary 

benefit from membership of the Club. 
20.3 The provision and effect of this clause shall not be removed from this constitution and shall 

be implied into any document replacing this constitution. 
 
 
21. ALTERATION TO RULES:  
 
The rules of the Club may be altered, added to or rescinded by resolution at any general meeting, 
provided that notice in writing setting out such alteration, addition or rescission has been sent or 
advertised to each member with the notice of meeting. The votes of 2/3 of those members present on 
an that occasion are required to effect any change.  No amendment may be made to the rules which 
would alter:   
(a) The exclusively charitble nature or the tax-exempt status of the Club;  
(b) The rules as to winding up or dissolution of the Club. 
 
 
22. COMMON SEAL: 
 
The Club shall have a common seal which shall be kept in the custody and control of the Treasurer of 
the Club.  The seal shall only be used pursuant to a resolution of the committee in that behalf and 
every instrument to which the seal is affixed shall be signed by two members of the committee. 
 



VERSION 07-03-11 

7 

 
23. DISSOLUTION: 
 

23.1  In accordance with the Incorporated Societies Act 1908, or any law in substitution for that 
act, members present at a general meeting of the Club may resolve that the Club be dissolved 
as from a date specified in that resolution. Any such resolution must be confirmed at a 
subsequent special general meeting called for that purpose, and held not earlier than 30 days 
after the passing of the resolution.  

23.2 If any property remains after winding up or dissolution of the Club and settlement of all the 
Club’s debts and liabilities, members shall direct that property must be given or transferred 
to another organisation in New Zealand, that is charitable under New Zealand law and has 
purposes similar to those of the Club.  

 
 
24. COPIES OF RULES:   
 
These rules and any by-laws shall be displayed on the notice board at the Club rooms and will be 
available on the Club website.  Copies will be provided on written application to the Secretary.  


