Karori Bridge Club

December  2009  Newsletter
Hi folks,
Last month I started the newsletter with “an unashamed promotion for the Club’s 40th Jubilee Christmas Party!”  and it certainly lived up to its billing as the Club’s premier social occasion of the year.
From the beautiful flower arrangement at the foot of the stairs, to the musicians who played as people arrived, to the keynote speech from one of our life members (Bob Lescher), to the superb dinner, and on to the bridge playing that followed, it was a wonderful evening!
Bob had travelled from Kerikeri for the party, and his brief address gave us an insight into some of the tribulations faced by members in getting the Club established.  He left us with a clear challenge to preserve and promote the Club for the enjoyment of current and future bridge players.
Thank You

Jane Windle organised the party again this year, and has asked me to include in this newsletter, her thanks to all the people who helped make the night so successful.  In reality, the whole 100+ people who attended owe a gigantic “Thank You” to Jane for all the work she did.
The following is a list of the volunteers who helped.  If I have forgotten anyone, I apologise in advance – it is a genuine oversight and not because your efforts were not appreciated.

Jane Windle:  1000+ preparation details, musicians at start of the evening, and overall co-ordination

Debbie Gapes:    Party notice, raffle sheets, name tags, decorating, receiving guests

Peg Chorlton:      Receiving guests and giving out name tags

Irene Cooney and Kathy White:  Floral arrangements and decorating

Trish O'Hagan:    Wrapping prizes and decorating

Sue Sutherland, Barbara Scott, Ben Bush, Kirstin Smith, Jane Gibbons, Donna Chin:  Setting up of tables 

Ruth Pirie and Maritza Marull: Making of table runners

Jan Larsen:        Balloons and table slips

John Mills and Sue Brown:  Bar

Maritza Marull, Marcus Bliem, Ruth Pirie, Viv Sutton, Donna Chin:  Catering 

Viv Sutton:        Cake - made, iced and decorated

Jenny Mills, Christina Mander and Helen Carr:  Slices for supper

Sharon Muir:      Tidying up kitchen and doing all the dishes

Joan Waldvogel and Robyn Hodge: Providing History of the Karori Bridge Club

Joan Waldvogel:    Club Quiz

Peter Delahunty:  Dealing          

Donna Chin:  Scoring       

Allan Joseph:  Best Director in NZ     

Chris Bolland:  Arranging for an after-hours plumber to unblock pipes in our hour of need

John Mills, Donna Chin, Jane Windle:  Sunday clean-up

Christmas Party prize winners

Ham raffle - Mary Keenan, 

Basket of indulgence goodies - Kathy White

Bottle of Whisky – Winner wishes to remain anonymous, but has donated the prize back to the club to be raffled again in the new year.
Club Quiz:  Audrey Thomson (note: the correct answers are shown below)

Bridge playing:
Top North/South and overall winners:  Joan Waldvogel and Max Wigbout

Top East/West and second overall: Jenny Mills and John Mills

Joan and Max’s win was even more meritorious because they won the 25th Jubilee tournament run by the Club in 1994, and are now in serious training for the 50th Jubilee tournament in 2019.

Christmas Quiz
The following are the questions and answers from the quiz:

Q1.
Prior to moving into the present clubrooms, the bridge club had two previous venues. What 

were they? 
Answer: The Community Hall in Beauchamp Street and Jacksons Buildings

Q2.
The present Bridge Club rooms were formerly the Karori cinema. 
What was its name?  

Answer: The Regal
Q3.
These rooms are how many years old?

Answer:  80

Q4.
(a) In what year did the Club purchase the old cinema building? 

Answer:  1976

(b). from which well known corporate 'high flyer' at the time did the club purchase the rooms? 

Answer:  Bruce Judge
Q5. 
Membership of the club peaked in the late 1970s. Which of these figures is the closest 
approximation to the maximum number of members the club has had?

Answer:  550 
Q6.
At a special general meeting held at the end of the 1985, the members authorised the committee to raise $200,000. What was the main reason why this large sum of money was needed? 
Answer: To strengthen the building in order to meet WCC earthquake requirements)

Q7.
In 1990 the club purchased the two Honours Boards as a memorial to a life member who 
amongst other things served as secretary for a number of years and did a lot to encourage young players. Who was this life member?
Answer:  Lois Thompson
Q8.
In 1991 the club was broken into. What was taken?   . 
Answer:  Turkish carpets from the room upstairs.
Q9.
(a). How many people have been made life members of the club? 
Answer:  11

(b). Two people were made life members in the  25th jubilee year. Who were they?  
Answer:  Joan Morgan and David Birdling

(c). Two of the club's life members have each served as President for more than five years? Who are they? 
Answer:  Bob Lescher and David Birdling
Q10.
What bank had an ATM installed in the front part of the building from 1987 – 1990? 
Answer:  Trustbank Wellington 

Tournaments  

Congratulations to our Junior interclub team comprising Kathryn Featherstone, Graeme Sanders, Dona Wijewardane, Jenny Mills, John Mills, Jill Dodson and Bobbie Monigatti - winners for 2009! 

Interclub is now over for 2009, but it will happen all over again in 2010, and in the new year we will be looking for teams to again represent Karori.
November event winners
Club Championship – Lynda Rigler and Peter Delahunty

Monday

Joan Morgan Trophy – Shirley Green and Peter Delahunty

Tuesday

Harris Trophy – Jenny Mills and Arvind Zodgekar
Wednesday

Binnie Cup – Janet Gootjes and Ian Ingleton
Thursday

Paul Dobbs Cup – Ruth Ainsworth and Ros Lambrechtsen
Congratulations to you all!

Committee Corner

The December Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 14th.  With Christmas looming, I have decided to post this Newsletter now and I will report on any earth-shattering Committee decisions in the New Year.
Playing tips
All the ‘experts’ seem to agree that if you succeed every time that you double your opponents, then you are not doubling enough!! Some even publish their views on what is acceptable, e.g. one failure out of every four doubles is OK.  Setting the ‘experts’ aside for a minute, on club night people who are prepared to double regularly often get the benefit of their opponents underbidding when vulnerable rather than risking a bottom board.
I believe the same philosophy applies to slam bidding, that if you don’t bid slams and go light occasionally, you might not be bidding enough slams!!  This has become more apparent in recent years since hands have been pre-dealt.  This could be the subject of a 2010 newsletter.
However, back to doubling, and these should not be random decisions, but should follow close scrutiny of ALL bids, even No Bids, and careful re-evaluation of your hand in light of the bidding.  Here is an extreme example of doubling from a recent club night – and it was fun to play!
	Dealer : N
Vul : E/W
	 AT8532
 8

 J854

 53
	

	 
 Q732

 QT73

 JT842
	
	 KJ76
 K94

 K2

 AKQ7

	
	 Q94
 AJT65

 A96

 96
	


North                    East                        South                    West

2S                           X                             3S                           NB

NB                          X                             NB                          4H

NB                          NB                          X                             NB

NB                          4NT                        X                             XX

Passed out

The contract ultimately went (2)xx for a top score for us of 1000 and I cannot recall when I last scored that. 

Tips of the month: 
1. Double more, but remember the outcome affects your partner too, so it should be based on assessing all the evidence from the bidding.
2. When a regular doubler plays against another regular doubler – Enjoy the ride!!!!!!
Finally, on behalf of all the Committee, I hope that

· you have a wonderful Christmas 
· you get the opportunity to relax and recharge your batteries
· 2010 is even better for you than 2009 was
· whatever you do, you do it carefully, and
· we see you all back at the Club in the New Year

Merry Christmas Everyone!
Pat Ussher
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