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Wellington Regional Bridge Committee
INTERCLUB  2012  COMPETITION                          30 January 2012 
NOTICE  TO  ALL  CLUBS  &  INTERCLUB  LIAISON  REPS

On behalf of the Wellington Regional Committee, I now invite all Clubs in the Wellington Region to send in their entries for the 2012 Interclub Competition. Please ensure that this notice and the entry forms are put up on your noticeboard and that your members across all grades are encouraged to participate in this popular annual event run by the Wellington Regional Bridge Committee.

ENTRIES

As in recent years, we will run the Interclub competition over three grades; - Open, Intermediate and Junior. We also hope to continue the Novice grade which was re-introduced in 2010 (subject to at least 4 teams entering). All players should be aware of their correct playing grade applicable 
as at 1 Jan. 2012 based on the following ranking points scale for all three grades: 

Open:


100 or more Rating Points or 50 or more “A” Points

Intermediate:

31 to 99 Rating Points or 5.00 to 49.99 “A” Points

Junior:

0 to 30 Rating Points or less than 5 “A” Points

Novice:

Played less than 3 years and no more than 8 “B” points as at 1 Jan.2012
Ideally players should in general play in their appropriate grade. However some players have in the past played above their designated grade and this has been allowed in the rules. Players will still be allowed to play above their graded ranking but should give some thought to which grade suits their playing abilities best.

We do wish to make clear that no one under any circumstances is allowed to play under their graded ranking as at 1 January 2012. In order to avoid any confusion and the application of penalties, please check your correct grade if in any doubt. If not already clearly displayed on your club noticeboard, we would appreciate all clubs showing an updated listing of ratings / tournament grades released by NZ Bridge in early January. This will enable team captains to easily check that each member of their team is eligible to play in their selected grade, ie. you can play above your grade but not below your grade.

Please send in all entries to the undersigned by no later than 12 noon Friday 2 March.
Please note that in view of NZ Bridge Inc requirements, each team shall be restricted to no more than 6 nominated regular players. Therefore teams shall endeavour to use 4 players from a nominated squad of up to 6 players in as many matches as possible. However, to minimise defaults which are very disruptive in a teams competition, substitutes from outside the nominated squad may be allowed in case of need. “Regular” squad members may only play for the team they were originally nominated for but a pool of substitutes may be used by more than one team in the same club as long as they are not playing below their designated NZB grade.

There will be no restriction on the number of teams Clubs can enter although we may need to do a little juggling to ensure that we end up with an even number of teams in each grade.

CLUB  LIAISON

The system of having a Club Liaison person as a central contact point for me to deal with has proved very worthwhile and I would appreciate it if all Clubs could notify me of their “Interclub Liaison Representative” for 2012 as soon as possible. In the meantime I am assuming the same Liaison Reps as last year. Please provide both daytime and evening telephone numbers and email addresses if possible.

The responsibilities of the Club Liaison Rep are to:

· Ensure that all Team Captains are informed of the date, location and draw for each Interclub night and competition progress results. (Team Captains in turn will advise their own members).

· Ensure that Team Captains are aware of their responsibilities in regard to advising the Club Liaison Rep of any potential default situation so that there is more time to arrange substitutes and thereby minimise the risk of defaults.

· Make best endeavours to arrange eligible substitute players for teams who are not able to organise subs for themselves.

· Liaise with the WRBC / undersigned if there is any need for special substitute dispensation, preferably a day or two prior to the playing night.

· Inform the WRBC / undersigned as soon as possible if there will be a default, preferably with reasonable notice. (This may be delegated by the Club Liaison Rep to the Team Captain.)

Team Captains are expected to be responsible for ensuring that their team members (including substitutes through the year) are eligible players as per the rules.

FORMAT  OF  COMPETITION

This will not be finalised until the number of entries in each grade is known in early March.  

Any views from Clubs or members on playing formats in each of the three grades can be sent  

to the WRBC / undersigned for consideration.
RULES
Rules and regulations will be notified to Clubs once the format has been finalised. However, at this 

stage, the WRBC will be keeping the same basic rules as per the 2011 competition. 
TABLE  MONEY

This will continue at $6 per player per playing night, or $3 per player from WRBC clubs in the Wairarapa and Kapiti Coast areas. 

SCHEDULE  OF  DATES  FOR 2012
The following dates were advised to all Clubs late last year and are repeated below for convenience:
Round No.

Friday Night Dates
       1


30 March 

       2


20 April 

       3


25 May    

       4


22 June    

       5


20 July

       6


17 August

       7


14 September

       8


12 October

       9


  9 November

VENUES

Once the number of teams and playing format is finalised around mid March, we will then be able to sort out the venues after consultation with the Clubs.

Please contact the undersigned if there are any questions. Note – I will be out of Wellington from 6 to 24 February, so any questions concerning Interclub over this time should be directed to the Secretary Paula Jenner.
Just a reminder that entries are due in by 2 March and that we hope to see excellent support from all Clubs to help make this a worthwhile Interclub for the benefit of all grades of players, Clubs and your Wellington Regional Committee. For your information a schedule of teams enrolled last year is attached and we hope that all clubs can at least maintain these numbers, if not improve on them.
Kind regards,

Tony Sutich

Interclub Convenor

Wellington Regional Committee 

Tel.
  388 3472 Home

              027 222 1120 Mobile

Email     tsutich@ihug.co.nz

Secretary: Paula Jenner

Email: paulajjenner@xtra.co.nz
Tel: 04 232 4590 / Mble. 027 275 0315

Postal: 9 Pembroke Street, Tawa, Wellington 5028
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