Hamilton Contract Bridge Club

20 Richmond St
Hamilton

Phone: (07) 839-4547
secretary@hamiltonbridgeclub.org.nz www.contractbridge.net/hamilton

NEWSLETTER — AUGUST 2010

President’s Patte

Since our last newsletter two very successful social events have taken place.

Firstly, our mid winter Xmas dinner ... much laughter, much fun and an
absolutely beautiful dinner in keeping with the Christmas theme.

Thank you to all who helped make it such a successful evening - those in the kitchen
led so capably as usual by Anne Archbold, Malcolm Smith the ham carver and general
dogsbody and our volunteer Directors.

AND well done to Ria Boss who certainly was “in the pink”.

| think all who attended (22 tables) including four of our newest members and our
guests enjoyed a GREAT night.

Our second special event was our Charity Tournament (July 14) to assist the
rebuilding of the Lions Cancer Lodge.

Even though numbers were smaller than we had hoped,
it certainly was a huge pleasure to present a cheque of
$1,100 to Riverside Lions as our contribution to this
worthy cause.

Several of those who had played remained and had pizza
then attended our usual Wednesday night session.

Winners
Jewel & Henry Cresswell
(both in their 90°s)

It really was such a pleasure to see members and some
non-members socialising and enjoying each others

company. = )
[ = - 3

To me, personally, a Bridge Club should be more than just playing cards!!!
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Some of the players supporting the Lions Cancer Lodge Charity:

Bridge —
abubbly and ...
serious occasion

To those members who gave so
i generously to the grocery raffle - i
{ it was a huge success raising i
i more than $300. The winners i
{ were — 1st Anne Thomson “Lion’s i
i Lady”, 2nd Jewel Cresswell, and i
{3 Mary Allen. :

Thank you all so much, Anna
Farrell H

EessssssssssssssssssssEsEsEsEsEsEEEEsEsEEEEEEEEEEsEEEsEEEEEEEEEn -

At the end of June our Club hosted the Inter Club teams event. Twenty six teams from
Waikato Bays participated so a considerable amount of organisation was essential.
Thank you particularly to Jan Spaans for his incredible efforts in ensuring the scoring
for all three sections (Open, Intermediate and Junior) was so effectively managed. To
Malcolm Smith, also, again thank you for your assistance above and beyond Directing.

Several players have participated in tournaments during the past two months and
Hamilton Bridge Club has featured many times at the top of the field ... too numerous
for me to mention individually but our CONGRATULATIONS to those who have
done so well. BUT as is always said there could be no winners without other
competitors and I would encourage you all to “HAVE A GO”. There are so many
tournaments available for you all - our new players, our Intermediates and our Juniors.

Our 5A and Intermediate tournaments are on 22 August at our Club. It would be so
good to see many, many members playing and supporting your Club.

Also NZ Bridge National Congress is looming at the Kingsgate Hotel right here in

Hamilton. There are many package deals available, so you DON’T have to play the
whole week.
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Jenny Millington and Barry Jones said they would be happy to run some refresher
evenings prior to Congress for those who are entering. This would be a HUGE
opportunity to use their expertise.

We were sad to have to pay our last respects to Tom Daynes recently. Tom, who was
92, was a member of our Club for many years and it was only a month since he played
his last game with us. Tom, a thoroughly “gentle” gentleman will, I know, be missed
by us all.

Unfortunately I also heard yesterday of the passing of a member we always will recall
as so brave and courageous, Lynn Currin. Lyn loved her bridge and it is only a
fortnight ago that she sat amongst us groomed as beautifully as always and it was in
June that she and Joan Sandford won our Mid Winter Christmas social. Our thoughts
are with Lynn’s family, we will certainly miss her quiet elegance at our Club.

Last week Margaret Boyd, Anne and Kevin McCarthy and Hilda Freeman spent
several hours sprucing up our gardens. To the four of you thank you so much ... I am
only sorry we had a “plant plucker” take the chance to enjoy some of the flowers
before we the members could!

Enough is enough, so

REMINDER: Please wear
Take care ur Name Badge for the
Lucie Armstrong Yo ) a adg °
President benefit of our newer members.

SENGUIETENYEWEOR (Tuesday afternoons/Friday mornings)

From 25 August until 5 October Anna Farrell will be Partner Steward for
Tuesday afternoons and Friday mornings as Keitha Burton will be overseas.

Car Parking/Maintenance

The Club wishes to thank the following people —

Ken Jury, Sam Armstrong, Sally Wilson, Dong Qiao, Kevin McCarthy, and
Robert Rowe for their assistance with the car parking duties under “car parking
leader” Ewen Ritchie. And, lan Ross, for his maintenance work on the tables
and chairs.

Sales Table

Would members who have books or magazines they don’t want please donate
to the Sales Table — or fruit, vegetables, jam, pickles or plants. Whatever,
would be gratefully received. Thanks, Anna Farrell
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Electronic Scoring

The Bridgemate server the club has
been using since 2007, has been
upgraded by Bridgemate for free to a
new USB server.

The advantage of this new server is a
much faster way of handling results
amongst other things.

One of the new features is the possibility
to display player names before each
round at each table.

This name display is not yet working
100% as we would like, though you can
be assured that the results produced at
the table are allocated to the correct NS
and EW pairs playing at that table.

Monday Directing

We are working on the fine tuning of this
new feature by experimenting with
certain settings, your patience is
appreciated.

Please be reminded that if South scores
on the Bridgemate, the opposition East
or West player needs to verify the details
entered in the Bridgemate by South
before pushing the accept key.

In no way can there be scoring errors
with this system, only verification errors,
caused by players at the table not
following the correct procedures.

It is good to see that the Friday morning
players are getting familiar with the
system too now.

The long term director stability we have had over the last few years appears temporarily
disrupted, due to Jan having to do shift work every now and then.

| would like to thank you all for the great group of Monday players you are, as to me it

certainly feels like a family night.

Please continue playing this way on the evenings that | am unable to attend as a director.

Thanks, Jan Spaans

We welcome the following new members to the Club:

Mary Boss

Anna Lawrence
Simon Lawrence
Anne Leighton
Norma McCluskey
Kieran Mangan
Nina Moore
Noeline Nelson

Kahurangi Osmond
Alison Sloan

Allen Sloan

Daniel Spencer
Rick Spencer
Heather Styris
Karen Thomson
Mark Thomson
Kimberley Yoeman
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Upcoming Tournaments

Check our Club notice-boards for further tournament information.

Sunday, 22 August — Hamilton Bridge Club

. We host a 5B Intermediate Pairs event for Junior and Intermediate
players. Two sessions, lunch is provided and only costs $20 pp to enter.
. On the same day we host a separate 5A Open Pairs event

It will be different than 5A events held the previous, as it will be played as a Swiss
Pairs. This means that you play 6 or 7 rounds of 9 or 10 boards against 6 or 7
other pairs over the day. The difference between a traditional pairs event is that
any pair has a chance of winning their match, which entitles them to part of an A
point. The A points are in this way more equally spread amongst all participating
pairs, rather than just the ones winning a session or finishing in the top of the final
standings. Lunch is provided and only costs $25 pp to enter.

Annual National Bridge Congress — 25 Sept to 2 October, Kingsgate Hotel, Hamilton
Please be aware that there are special events where only Junior and Intermediate
players are allowed to play. Special packages for the Intermediate Pairs and
Intermediate Teams events are available.

Director’s Cue

Just time for a gentle reminder about one or two things | have noticed going on at the
Bridge Table.

Please remember that only the Director can make decisions at the table. Even ifitis a
simple thing please call the Director. That is what they are there for. Yes they may have
been called a few times, yes they may appear to be busy but please call and please wait
for them to come before going ahead with play. A “Director Please” will always make
them happy rather than a “Director”.

You can always dispute the Director's decision, please do not do so at the table and
disrupt play around you. At the end of the round quietly approach the Director, and ask if
the decision given is correct and ask to be showed that “Law” they are applying. If you
still disagree you can lodge an appeal before the end of play. Do not leave it till the end
of play as the Director has to gather an appeal committee.

One of the things | hear is — after an insufficient bid | never know if | should accept the
insufficient bid or not. The little rule of thumb | was taught was - if you want to bid on at
the lower level accept the bid and continue bidding. If you don’t want to bid then do not
accept the bid and make the opposition bid at a higher level.

That's all for now. Remember you can always approach any of the Director's we have in
the Club to run past any queries you may have.

Thanks, Maureen O’Halloran
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I'm Giving Up Bridge

| > m givingtopightdgemy | ast ni

It s Amen to Stayman, | gi ve
The insults and muddles are giving me troubles
And | can’'t sl eep at night for

My cards are all rotten and | have forgotten
Whe' pl ayed and what’'s trump
And what'’'s gone on my right
Sofornowitsallover—1 " m of f to the backw
| " m bi ddhyatg Gegbera@mt Blackwood.

| can’t stand the hassl e, | ca
| " m getting those bad cards ag
| ° m g@upbridge—-t oni ght’' s a bad ni gt
Declareri s horrid and nothing’ s gc

We’'re in seven spades and all
When surprise, surprise, the high bidding pays

We’ re winning all tricks; the
And | have to adlnckt my partne

But | ' m givinhgniughtrs dmye | ast n

Farewell to conventions — | give up the fight!
So | leave with few words but some that are true,
Bridge is a game not for me but for you.

nd to your partners and

So be ki
s oplhyy a.. paanmde see you next

For It

A poem shared at Lynn Currin’s funeral service.
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“Finesse”

A refined gesture or articulation incorporating
a delicacy of manipulation

If you don’t understand that, under no circumstances attempt to have it
explained by a bridge player!

K53

AJ10952 Dealer South

532 Game Al

Q
AQ J10642 South  West North East

Q743 Pass 1C 2H 2S

KQ109 A8 Pass 3D Pass 3NT
AJ105432 K7 All Pass

987

K86

J764

986

After an opening bid of 1C North bids 1H or 2 H depending on the strength of jump
overcalls in their system. In this case 2H is a weak jump overcall similar in values to an
opening weak two. With 10 points and a 5 card major East bids 2S and West with 16 plus
a void reverses with 3D. 3NT closes the auction though 6C is an excellent slam for those
adventurous enough to find it.

The 6H lead may go to the A followed by the J hoping to capture the Q from a 3 card
holding. East must resist the temptation to cover, opting instead to duck. The key to this
play is that East must read South for 3 cards to an honour. North must surely have a 6
card suit for the jump overcall and the lead of a low card by South suggests such a
holding. Defence wins the second trick and the third with the KH but now communication
has been severed and declarer has no problem collecting the remaining tricks. Clearly
rising with the QH on trick 2 will be beaten and the defence takes the first 6 tricks in
hearts.

Table VVouchers

Table vouchers are available to purchase from the Secretary — prevents having to worry
about small change. Money can be given to the Director at any session in a named
envelope.
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Results Update

Congratulations to the following members:

Monday Evening

Van Selm Memorial S
H
Pairs E S
H
Pairs F S
H
Mid Winter Pairs S
H
Pairs G S
H
Tuesday Afternoon
Clayton-Green S
H
Henry Trophy S
H
Tuesday Evening
Individual B S1
S2
H1
H2
Pairs D S
H
Wednesday Evening
Barbara Minogue Teams S
Championship Pairs S1
H
S2
Thursday Evening
Teams S
Non Open
Lil Goodger S
H
Friday Morning
Peter Kunac S
H
Pairs E S
H

Liz Fisher/Blair Fisher

Margaret Onyon/Bob Forsyth
Robert Rowe/Mary Fear

Bob Forsyth/Nolene Vall

Pamela Tait/Margaret Riley

Ken Jury/Don Wilson

Ann Archbold/Anne Leighton
Natalie Muller/Maureen O’Halloran
Don Wilson/Ken Jury

Bob Forsyth/Dudley Lorimer

Henry Cresswell/Jewel Cresswell
Sue Wright/Keitha Burton

Rua Freeborn/Audrey Dickson
Betty Smith/Bev Dow

June Scott

Maria Lelieveld

Gaye Duffill

Athalie McHardy

Bea Hovens/Anne Macindoe
Gaye Duffill/Athalie McHardy

Blair Fisher/Liz Fisher/Barry Jones/
Jenny Millington/Michael Curry
Blair Fisher/Liz Fisher

Allison Smith/Malcolm Smith

Pam Gray/Carolyn Black

Natalie Muller/Maureen O’Halloran
Blair Fisher/Liz Fisher

Ed Roggeveen/Marta Roggeveen
Duncan Cape/John Turner

Sally Wilson/Jane Lawless

Trevor Stephenson/Shirley Johnstone

Thelma Bird/Rua Freeborn
Robert Rowe/Betty Thomson
Dawn McKenzie/Rua Freeborn
Anne Archbold/Jewel Cresswell
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